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外刊经贸知识选读试题

课程代码：00096
I. Choose one answer that best explains the underlined part of the following statements or best completes them:(30%)
1.The authorities are willing to permit a run-down in the country’s international reserves 

over the next few years as a means of accelerating the introduction of foreign technology.【      】

A. speeding up






B. speeding on

C. speeding off






D. speeding down




2.Another 20% worked well, but the remaining 60% should have been scrapped.【      】

A. improved







B. removed 

C. stimulated







D. introduced






3.Now Zhangjiagang is China’s seventh largest port and a tumultuous construction zone of 

half-built office buildings and hotels.【      】

A. tremendous







B. enormous

C. noisy 








D. orderly 




4.Against this deteriorating global background, the improvement in economic performance in a few developing regions in 1991 was especially noteworthy.【      】

A. determinating






B. tolerating 


C. improving







D. worsening





5.Balanced against that criticism is the positive reaction in Latin America to Mr. Clinton’s embrace of the freetrade agreement.【      】

A. hug 








B. embarrass

C. acceptance







D. balance



6.As Europe’s economy has soured, free-market ideas that are new to much of Europe face new challenges.【      】

A. increased







B. declined

C. sky-rocketed






D. tasted






7.At the summit meeting, America insisted that Japan should come up with specific measures that would enable it to meet new import targets.【      】

A. bring forth







B. come across

C. put off








D. reach out



8.Fearful that rapidly modernizing Korean rivals will intrude on its foreign and domestic markets, Japan has fought to keep the Koreans from appropriating its technologies.【      】

A. competitors






B. representatives

C. negotiators







D. dealers


9.International consultants who want to secure definite projects at lucrative fees are finding it harder and harder.【      】

A. low







B. minimum



C. high







D. profitable

10.A separate, long-running dispute over oilseeds does still pose a threat.【      】

A. possess 






B. present


C. provide






D. persuade

11.With barter, however, debtor nations can continue to import goods while, in effect, concealing export earnings from creditors.【      】

A. loaners







B. borrowers


C. owners







D. believers




12.However, Coca-Cola and PepsiCo still face a struggle in persuading bottlers across the nation to take the.【      】

A. offering







B. forcing


C. encouraging






D. discouraging





13.Hong Kong Eggs and Products Company monopolizes the import of Chinese eggs, both fresh and preserved.【      】

A. confines







B. minimizes 

C. dominates







D. mobilizes



14.You can use credit cards but it’s best to take some currency as well.【      】

A. coupons







B. money



C. coins








D. dimes





15.Lead values moved up to their best level since April last year in the absence of a settlement at Australia’s broken hill lead-zinc-silver mines.【      】

A. without







B. with

C. as








D. through



II. Translate the following phrases into Chinese: (10%)
16. countertrade

17. means of production

18. surplus labour

19. debt restructuring

20. trade reprisal

21. certificate of origin
22. currency exchange system

23. exclusive contract

24. foreign exchange earnings

25. primary  products

III. Translate the following phrases into English:(10%)
26. 货币市场

27. 利息付款

28. 试销

29. 新兴工业

30. 国内需求

31. 直接投资

32. 供应短缺

33. 大规模销售活动

34. 供求模式

35. 现货市场

IV. Read the following passages and answer the following questions in English:(18%)
Passage 1

The slowdown of the industrial countries in 1991 partly originated in structural problems inherited from the 1980s. Slower growth in Europe in 1991 revealed that unemployment, for instance, was still a structurally problematic area. The unemployment rate in the four largest European economies was 7.8 per cent in 1990, near the peak of the business cycle, and rose to 8.3 per cent in 1991. Financial stress brought on by excessive debt in the household and corporate sectors was an example of another kind of structural problem, in particular for the economies of Japan and the United States. Financial institutions in these two countries adopted more conservative lending policies, curtailing financing of higher-risk projects such as commercial construction and highly leveraged corporate transactions. A number of weaker institutions were also consolidated through bankruptcy, merger and reorganization.

36. What are the two structural problems mentioned in the passage?

37. When did the structural problems start?

38. What do "conservative lending policies" and "commercial construction" mean?

Passage 2

The need for reform is clear: Although South Korea’s material achievements are impressive, the development of its political and economic organizations hasn’t kept pace. In recent years, the government has come under more and more pressure from trading partners and has begun to open the gates to foreign investment. There’s also a strong pressure to keep up the fight against corruption, protect consumers and curtail the power of the huge business organizations that still dominate the economy. Keeping the reform process going and bringing the country’s institutions up to the level of those in advanced countries has become the pivotal agenda of President Kim Young Sam’s government.

39.
Why is it necessary to reform in South Korea?

40.
What do "hasn’t kept pace" and "pivotal agenda" mean?

41.
What is the main consideration of President Kim Young Sam’s government?

V. Read the following two passages and decide whether the statements are true or false. Mark T for true and F for false in the brackets given: (20%)
Passage 1

I’m contemplating applying for my fifty-first job. It’s been a long time since I wasted stamp money this way. In fact, when I reached the fiftieth without success I decided to abandon jobhunting and got out my pen to scratch a living instead.

But there’s another wildly exciting job in the paper today, "salary ￡22,500—￡26,250 according to age and experience". The good news is the pay, the bad news is that damning little phrase "according to age and experience" which means I won’t get the job.

It’s not that I have more age than experience - I’ve led an incident-packed existence. Journalist, company director, wife and mother, market researcher, and now, at thirty-something, I’m trying to use my Cambridge degree in criminology.

I’m a victim of the sliding pay-scale. Employers can obtain a fresh 22-year-old graduate to train a lot cheaper than me. Yet I’m the ideal employer: stable, good-humored, child-bearing behind me, looking for 25-plus years of steady pensionable employment.

Ageism is everywhere. It’s much more prevalent than sexism in the job market. It is lagging behind sexism, racism, and handicappism because even the oppressed seem to accept the discrimination. Yet there are many professions that would benefit from the maturity and stability the older entrant can bring. 

My own pressing concern is to lessen my guilt. I am desperately grateful to the Government for financing me through my university education at a cost of over ￡10, 000. But unless someone gives me a job, how can I pay them back in income tax?

Statements:

42. The writer is over forty years old.









【      】

43. She gave up applying for jobs some time ago.







【      】

44. Employers think that someone of her age is too expensive to employ.


【      】

45. People don’t get as angry about ageism as about other forms of discrimination.
【      】

46. More mature employees would be valuable assets to many professions.


【      】

Passage 2

Consumers are primarily interested in product availability and low price in at least two types of situations. The first is that the demand for a product exceeds supply, as is the case in many Third World countries. There the consumers are more interested in obtaining a product than in its fine quality. The suppliers will concentrate on finding ways to increase production. The second  situation is that the product’s cost is high and is to be brought down through increased productivity to exceed the demand. Some service organizations also have the production tendency. Many medical and dental practices are organized by assembly-line principles, as are some government agencies like unemployment offices and license bureaus. While it results in handling many cases per hour, this management orientation is open for charges of impersonality and questionable service quality.

Statements:

47.Consumers are interested in the quality of a product when demand exceeds supply.


















【      】

48.In many Third World countries, consumer demand is not very high.


【      】

49.If product cost is too high, producers will concentrate on finding ways to reduce production.

【      】

50.Many hospitals and government agencies tend to operate like factories so that they will be more efficient.














【      】

51.It seems that the author is for the idea of this management orientation.





















【      】

VI. Translate the following passage into Chinese: (12%)
Now, some Western experts are predicting that China could become the world’s dominant economy early in the 21st century. Many economists believe a standard estimate of China’s per capita gross national product ($370) is already two to three times too low. And former World Bank chief economist Larry Summers recently argued that China could surpass both Japan and the United States to become the world’s largest economy by 2020.
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